Detailed chart of pronunciation

Vowels and diphthongs in accented syllables

Symbol Examples Pronunciation

a asin name, aid, rein, tare, wear, hair, nam, ad, ran, tar, war, har,
heir, fairy ar, far'i

G " grass, path, palm, harm, heart grds, pdth, pim, hérm, hért

a " sat, bad, have, marry sat, bad, hav, mar'i

é " lean, keel, dene, chief, seize, gear, len, kel, den, chef, sez, ger,
sheer, here, bier, query sher, her, ber, kwe'ri

e " red, thread, said, bury red, thred, sed, ber'i

T " side, shy, dye, height, hire, byre, sid, shi, di, hit, hir, bir,
fiery firi

i " pin, busy, hymn pin, biz'i, him

0 " bone, road, foe, low, dough, bon, rad, fo, lo, do
more, soar, floor, port, Tory mor, sér,ﬂér, port, tor'i
(For alternative pronunciation of port, more, etc, see &)

o " haul, lawn, fall, bought, swarm, hél, lon, f61, bét, sworm,
more, soar, floor, port, Tory mor, sor, flor, port, tor'i
(For alternative pronunciation of port, more, etc, see o)

0 " got, shot, shone got, shot, shon

00 " fool, sou, boor, tour fool, soo, boor, toor

i " good, full, would guid, fiil, wiid

i " tune, due, newt, view, endure, fury tin, di, niit, vii, in-dir, fit'ri

u " bud, run, love bud, run, luy

0 " heard, bird, word, absurd hird, bard, wiird, ab-siird'

ow " mount, frown, sour mownt, frown, sowr

oi " toy, buoy, soil toi, boi, soil

Stress

In words of more than one syllable, the syllable with the main accent is shown by a stress mark ' following that
syllable, both in the respellings (eg df'ter, bi-gin') and in entries in bold type (eg af ters, beginn'er).

Note the difference in pronunciation, as shown by the position of the stress mark, between blessed' (blest) and
bless'ed (bles'id), refined' (re-find') and refin'edly (ri-fin'id-li).

Vowels in unaccented syllables

Neutral vowels in unaccented syllables are usually shown by 2 (schwa)
egel'o-moant, in'font, ran'dam, pre'shas (precious), na'char (nature).

In certain cases, they are more exactly represented by i
ege'vil, bi-hold', bles'id, man'ij, di-ment'.

Vowels followed by r

In certain accents, forexample in Scots, Irish, General American, ris pronounced wherever it occurs in the spelling
and this is the form adopted in the dictionary.

In certain other accents, for example Received Pronunciation or what is sometimes called the BBC accent, itis
pronounced only when it occurs before a vowel. Elsewhere the following rules apply:

ar is pronounced as ea or is pronounced as 0 oroa
dar " " " i oor 7 7 " E]

er " " " ia ar " 7 " o

er " " " ed ar " " " i

r IZ] owr owa



Detailed chart of pronunciation

Consonants

Symbol Examples Pronunciation

b asin hob, rabbit hob, rab'it

ch " church, much, match chiirch, much, mach

d " ado, dew a-doo', dit

dh " then, father dhen, fi'dhar

f " faint, phase, rough fant, faz, ruf

g " gold, guard, ghastly gold, gird, gist'li

gz " exact igz-akt'

h " happy, home hap'i, hom

hh " loch, Taoiseach lohh, t&'shohh

hl " (Welsh) pennill pen'ihl

h)w " whale, which (h)ywal, (h)wich

Jj " jack, gentle, ledge, region jak, jen'tl, lej, ré'jan

k " keep, cat, chorus kép, kat, kor'as (kor')

ks " lax, vex laks, veks

kw " quite, coiffeur kwit, kwi-fer

[ " lamp, collar lamp, kol'ar

m " meat, palm, stammer met, pim, stam'ar

n " net, gnome, knee, dinner net, nom, né, din'ar

ng " fling, longing fling, long'ing

ngg " single, longer, languor sing'gl, long'gar, lang'gor

ngk " monkey, precinct mungk'i, pré'singkt

p " peat, apple pét, ap'l

r " rest, wreck, arrive rest, rek, o-riv'

s " sad, city, circuit, scene, mass, psalm sad, sit'i, sir'kit, sén, mas, siim

sh " shine, machine, sure, militia, shin, ma-shén', shoor, mi-lish'a,
acacia a-ka'sh(y)a

t " tape, nettle, thyme tap, net'l, tim

th " thin, three thin, thré

v " valid, river val'id, riv'aor

w " was, one, twig woz, wun, twig

y " young, bastion yung, bast'yan

z " 200, was, roads z00, woz, rodz

zh " azure, measure, congeé, azh'aor (or azhir), mezh'ar, k3-zha,

lesion

Additional sounds in foreign and dialect words

le'zhon

Symbol
o
@
i

Nasalized vowels

Qe e

W ]

asin

Examples
Frdeux, feu, peu
Fr fleur, leur, coeur

(1) Fr sur, luminaire
(2) Ger iber, Fiihrer
(3) Scots bluid, buik

Fr sang, temps, dent
Fr faim, vin, plein

Fr tomber, long, sonde
Frlundi, humble, un
Port sao

Pronunciation
do, fo, po

fleer, leer, ker
stir, lii-mé-ner
u'bor, fii'ror
bliid, biik

sd, ta, da

1&, VvE, pl&
t3-ba, 15, s5d
l@-de, @bl’, &

§200

An apostrophe is used in words such as timbre (¢&b7’), maitre (metr’) and humble (&b!’) in the pronunciation of
which a final 2 (eg t&bra) is possible.

Vowels in bold entries






